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Ill 

The third part is printed in smaller type and is of the grade 
of a second reader. Having acquired a knowledge of reading 
and writing simple sentences and short stories the pupil is next 
introduced to the subject of letter-writing and simple composi- 
tion, a knowledge of which will enable him to use his native 
language on all occasions which require its employment. 

The book closes with three chapters of considerable interest to 
the pupil. The first speaks of the importance of education and 
enumerates some of the common branches of science. The second 
is a brief history of the Magindanaw people as it is known to 
them. The third is a brief sketch of the forms of Government 
of the United States, of the Philippine Islands and of the Moro 
Province. 

In the absence of more suitable text-books, the author strongly 
recommends these readers to the attention of all officers and 
civilians who desire to learn either Magindanaw or Sulu. To 
read Moro in Arabic characters is comparatively easy and can 
be acquired with facility by the use of these readers with the 
help of native panditas or Moro pupils who have completed the 
third year course in the public schools of this province. 

The Arabic type used in printing the Magindanaw and Sulu 
readers was purchased by the publishers from the Imprimerie 
des Belles-Lettres, Beirut, Syria, and serves every purpose for 

printing in the Moro dialects. The characters C* ^ v— j and 

C Ci * 

their various forms are not used in Arabic and their type was 
consequently not supplied. They have, however, been improvised 
by combining parts of types allied to them in form, and the 
result has been very satisfactory. 

The numerous difficulties attending the w r ork of composing 
Arabic characters by American compositors has been successfully 
overcome and the results obtained are a credit to the care and 
patience with which the publishers have performed their work. 

The author is greatly indebted to Sheikh Mohammad Ginad, 
Datu Mastura, and Datu Kali Adam for correcting the man- 
uscript and for valuable contributions to the third part of the 
book, 

N. M. SALEEBY, 

Superintendent of Schools. 
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other hand, Magindanaw and Malanaw are so closely related 
that adults of either tribe can writ** both dialects and understand 
each other without much difficulty. 

These facts clearly show that all communication with the 
various Moro tribes can be satisfactorily conducted by the use 
of Magindanaw or Sulu, and that instruction in the Moro 
vernacular should he limited to these two dialects, in each of 
which one reader has been prepared. 

Every care has been taken to render these books standards of 
orthography and style in their respective dialects. The Moros 
have no written grammar, and follow no recognized rules, and 
can consequently give no instruction in this subject. A large 
number of Moro documents and books were patiently and care- 
fully studied in order to obtain a correct idea of Moro grammar, 
and to learn, as well as practicable the correct usages of the best 
authors. This, with the author's knowledge of the Arabic lan- 
guage, and through careful consultation with some of the best 
native scholars, has made it practicable to obtain a higher stand- 
ard of orthography, and it is believed, a more consistent and 
correct style of composition than that of any other book or docu- 
ment in either dialect. The only departure which has been 
made from the current usages Wc*s the introduction into Maginda- 
naw of the character -* to represent the vowel generally expressed 
in Magindanaw by a miniature y . The lack of type for ths 
latter character and the availability of the former in both fonte 
used, has controlled our action in this matter. The character * 
is, however, so near in form to a miniature ^ and its value in 
Arabic is so related to the sound it is intended to express, that 
it will be readily recognized, and will in all probability, be gen- 
erally adopted in the future in preference to the other character. 

Pages 3 and 4 of this book are an introduction in Magindanaw, 
explaining the purpose and contents of the book. 

The book proper begins on page 5 and includes three distinct 
parte. The first part is a phonetic primer; it ends on page 30 
and constitutes a graded and adapted phonetic system for the 
reading and writing of simple disconnected words. The final 
nine lessons of this part give the numbers, the days of the ^veek 
and the months of the year. 

The second part is a first reader; it begins on page 31 and ends 
on page 102. To render the book more useful and helpful to the 
pupil, this part was advisedly made a translation of the first one 
hundred pages of the Arnold primer, which is adapted for the 
Philippine Islands, and which is expected to be in the hands of 
the pupils at the same time. The* figures which appear at the 
beginning of each lesson indicate that page of the Arnold primer 
of which the lesson is a translation. This facilitates reference 
and aids the pupil to fully understand the sense of the English 
lesson he may be studying. 
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This reader is prepared for the instruction of Moro-Maginda- 
naw pupils in the public schools of the Moro Province. It is 
written in the Magindanaw dialect and is adapted for the use of 
beginners in the first two years of the primary course of 
instruction. 

The Moros have adopted the Arabic alphabet with a slight 
modification, and write in Arabic characters. The Arabic al- 
phabet is phonetic and its characters represent unvarying sounds. 
Persons familiar with the Arabic alphabet, and the orthography 
and grammar of the Arabic language, can pronounce IVloro words 
and write them correctly. On the other hand, Moros sufficiently 
instructed in Arabic, so as to read and write Arabic words cor- 
rectly, are able to write their own language in Arabic characters 
and read the same correctly. 

The Moros have no readers for instruction in their own dialects, 
and their education is limited to the study of the Koran, and a 
few other books on law and religion. The Moro students begin 
with the study of the Arabic alphabet and as soon as they are 
able to pronounce its characters, they take up the Koran and 
proceed to read it without however, understanding a single word. 
Such a course of instruction is obviously unsatisfactory and 
objectionable, and the need of suitable Moro readers for the 
public schools of this province was recognized at an early period 
The Mohammedan population of the Moro Province is divided 
into five principal groups or tribes, which speak five different 
dialects. These are Suln, Samal, Yakan, Magindanaw and 
Malanaw, filmed after the respective tribes which speak them. 
The Samals have settled throughout the whole Sulu Archipelago 
and along the coasts of Basilan and the peninsula of Zamboanga. 
The Yakans inhabit the interior and coasts of Basilan and a few 
small adjacent islands. The Sulus inhabit the island of Sulu, 
and the larger islands of the Sulu Archipelago. The Maginda- 
naws inhabit Cotabato and the whole Rio Grande Valley, and 
the southern coast of the Island of Mindanao from the Bay of 
Sibugay to Sarangani Point. The Malanaws inhabit the Lanao 
District, principally the region surrounding Lake Lanao. 

The Sulus ruled the entire Sulu Archipelago and Basilan and 
held both Saniajji^and Yakans # under complete control for more 
than four centuries. This rendered Sulu the official dialect oj 
those islands and gave it prominence over both Samal and Yakan. 
We consequently find that most Samals and Yakans understand 
and write Sulu and rarely write either Samal or Yakan. On the 
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